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Hunger and the Need for Reviva: God’' s desire is that th
would be greater in glory than the ear
pouring of the Holy Spirit in our midst today and pray for revival.

Redigging the Wells of Prayer: If we want to see the same powsigns, wonders,
healings and miraclesas the church in Acts, then we must have the same priority of
prayer as they did.

With Jesus in the School of Prayer: Jesus wants to teach us how to pray. When we
spend time with Jesus in the secret place, prayer becomes an exciting adventure.

Church, It’s Time to Grow Up! God has given us an amazing gift in the Bible.
When we feed upon His Word, we will grow spiritually and become more like Jesus.

Fullness of Joy and Rivers of Pleasure: Ther e’ s somet hing mis:
today. It’s called JOY. God wants wus t
ure.

The BlessedLife:God’' s desire is that wewhereul d
we would be happy, supremely blessed; and spiritually prospétioligejoy and
satisfaction in God's favour and sal va

Origins #1: Creation: IS there more scientific evidence that supports the Biblical
account of creation or the theory of evolution? The Origins series considers this ques
tion and more.

Origins #2: The Fall: If God is good, and He created everything, and the original
creation was very good, then why is there death and suffering in the world?

Origins #3: Dinosaurs in the Bible: If God made the dinosaurs with all other land
animals and human beings on day six of creation, are there dinosaurs mentioned in
the Bible?

Unlocking the Mysteries of Revelation: The Revelation of Jesus Christ is one of
the most interesting books of the Bible. This message will give you the keys to unlock
ing the mysteries of Revelation.

Foursquare Foundations: A | ook at our church’s stat

Faith in Focus: The Newspaper Columns 2011: A collection of articles that were
published in our local newspaper.

Proverbs: Wisdom for Daily Living: A 31 day devotional journey through the Book
of Proverbs.



of God, I will usually underline it in my Bible and write it down, because it
helps me get to know God better.

2. WHO AM 1?
What do | learn about the nature of man?

The second question you should ask yourself when you are readini
the Bible is: What does this Scripture teach me about who | am? The Bibl
tells us that if we are Christians, then we are children of God, adopted intc
God’s family, accepted in the be
through Him who loved us, God is for us and not against us, and nothing
can separate us from the love of God. As we meditate on who we are ir
Christ, it changes the way we see ourselves.

3. GOD'S PROMI SES?
Is there a promise to claim?

The third question to ask is: What does this Scripture teach me abou
God’'s promises? There are many p
us what He would do for us. He said He would forgive our sins, heal our
diseases, redeem our life from destruction, and satisfy our mouths witt
good things. These are all/l preci
to claim them and experience the
they are.

4. GOD*S COMMANDMENTS?
Is there a commandment to obey?

The fourth question to ask is: What does this Scripture teach me
about God’'s commandments? The Bi
us to do for Him. God wants us to love Him with all of our hearts, and
love our neighbor as ourselves.

When you ask yourself these four questions, you will always have
something to put into practice in your life.

CLOSING: THE FIVE MINUTE CHALLENGE.

God wants us to grow ugo grow up spiritually, and become more
like Jesus.want to challenge you to take five minutes a day to read
through the New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs this year. We have
Bible reading schedule that is available to download from our website a
www. beausejourchurch. ca. I f you
to radically change your life.

Bi bl i ography: “Living by the B
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CHURCH, IT’s TIME TO GROW UP!

God has given us an amazing gift in the Bible. When we
feed upon His Word, we will grow spiritually, and be-
come more like Jesus.

“For the children of | srael wa l
the people who were men of war, who came out of Egypt, were con-
sumed, because they did not obey the voice of thetbosmthom the
Lord swore that He would not show them the land which the Lord had
sworn to their fathers that He would give us, "a land flowing with milk
and honey.” (Joshua 5:6).

The above Scripture is one of the saddest commentaries in the Bible
God had raised up a mighty deliverer in the man of Moses, and brough
His people out of slavery in Egypt. He had promised to take them to a
land that was flowing with milk and honey, filled with the blessings and
promises of God. It was going to be wonderful. But instead of being obe-
dient to what the Lord had called them to do, they started grumbling and
complaining, and because of that, they ended up wandering around in th
wilderness for forty years. A whole generation of believers missed thei
destiny in God because they werer
an eleven day journey to the Promised Land. How could they have bee
so close to their destiny and yet still missed it?

Church-i 't s time to grow up! I f w
Christ, then we need to make a commitment to spiritual growth. Too
many people are like a little hamster running on a hamster wheel. Whe
you look at that little hamster, you have to wondédrat does he think
he's accomplishing? Where does he
of energy, but when he gets off
as when he started.

| wonder if people were to take a spiritual inventory of where they
were at compared to where they were one year ago, would they see a
difference? Are they any further along in the Christian walk? Have the
been growing spiritually? The Christian life is not about a destimatioh s

about a journey. It"s about <chan
tent to stay where we’'re at. One
children of | srael was: “You hav
time to break camp-7)Jand move on."~w



God is speaking prophetically t
at this mountain | ong enough. Yol
gone any further. You’'ve gotten ¢
a camp sitting around the campfire roasting marshmallows than it is to be
climbing up the mountain and going higher. God wants us to break camg
and move on into the next things that He has for us in the spirit realm.

Today, if you would make a commitment to spiritual gretatite-
veloping and strengthening your faith believe that in one year you

won't even recognize yourself. v
Word radically c¢changing and tran
grow up!

When Liza and | were the youth pastors at Bible Fellowship in Surrey,
| was also an adjunct professor at Pacific Life Bible College, and | taugh
two classes there: Bible Research and Hermeneutics (Bible Interpretatior
| want to share with you some of the teachings that | shared with those
Bi ble College students and show y

I f you’'ve ever heard me preach b
people to read their Bibles. But
a kid to swim, you don’'t toss tt
swim!” |I'f you do, they’'re going I

you three basic principles for Bible study. The first one is: Why should we
study the Bible? The second one is: What is the Bible? And the third on
i s: How do we study the Bible? Fi
grow up.

“As newborn babes, desire the
grow thereby, if indeed you have
2:23).

In this Scripture, Peter admonishes us to desire the pure milk of
God’'s Word, so that we can grow
foll owing verse: It says, S I
gives us motivation for desiring the Word. We must first taste and see tha
the Lord is good, to come to a place where we understand and apprecia
t hat once we were | ost, but now
road to hell, but now we're on t
we' ' re children of God, adopted i
loved. When we do this, then we will have a desire to crave after the pur
milk of the Word of God.

When | first became a Christia
knocking on my door and saying,
your Bible. That's what good I itt
need anyone to do that for me because | had tasted of the goodness of tF

and the glory of God its end.
It should fill the memory, rule the heart,
and guide the feet.
Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully.
It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory,
and a river of pleasure.
It is given you in life, will be opened at the judgment,
and be remembered forever.
It involves the highest responsibility, will regard the greatest labor,
and condemn all who trifle with its sacred contents.

HOW DO WE STUDY THE BIBLE?

Have you ever sat down to do your daily devotions, and walked awa
feeling |Ilike you didn’'t get anyt|
read your chapter a day to keep the devil away, then you close your Bib
and someone asks you, “What di d
“ can’t remember. I know | di d 1
was about!” Has that ever happen
real simple advice to help you get more out of your Bible study. First of
all, get a notebook and take notes as you read the Bible. Taking note
hel ps you to keep your mind focus

Now what should you write down? When | do my Bible reading, |
often ask myself four questions. If you will ask yourself these question:
every time you read the Bible, you will walk away with something practice
that you can apply to your life.

FOUR QUESTIONS TO ASK IN BIBLE STUDY:
WHAT DOES THIS SCRIPTURE TEACH ME ABOUT:

1. WHO GOD IS?
What do | learn about the nature of God?

One of the first reasons God gave us the gift of the Bible is to reveal
His nature to us. How do we know that God is love? How do we know
that He is holy, majestic, glorious, forgiving and merciful? How do we
know that He is the powerful Creator of the universe, and the loving Re-
deemer of mankind? Because the B
reading through my Bible and | come across something about the natur
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How do we know we can trust the Bible? It was written by-avantiy,
promisekeeping God.

The Bible consists of the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27
books of the New Testament. The Bible is the living, inspired, authorita-
tive, inerrant Word of God. The Bible is livinig is alive, and it has the
power to change your life today. It is inspiédat means it is Ged
breathed. It is authoritativéf God spoke it, then it has authority, and we
must listen. Finally, it is inerrarthat means that there are no mistakes or
contradictions in it.

An amazing thought about the Bi
different men over a period of 1600 years. Most of these writers were no
alive at the same time, and could not work together in any way. Howevel
the Bible has one continuing story flowing through it with no contradic-
tions. This fact alone is an amazing testimony to the fact that the Bible it
true!

Consider this powerful quote from Charles Spurgeon, the Prince of

Preachers: *“1f God has spoken, i
Book, search its pages with a believing heart. If you do not accept it a
God’s inspired word, I cannot i n\

it; but if you regard it as the Book of God, | charge you, as | shall meet
you at the judgment seat of Christ, study the Bible daily. Treat not the
Eternal God with disrespect, but

THE WORD OF GOD: Someone said once:
This book reveals the mind of God, the state of man,
the way of salvation, the doom of sinners,
and the happiness of believers.
Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding,
its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable.
Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be holy.
It contains light to direct you,
food to support you,
and comfort to cheer you.
It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the pilot's compass,
the soldier's sword, and the Christian's charter.
Here, too, heaven is opened and the gates of hell disclosed.
Christ is its grand subject,
our good its design,
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Lord. When | first became a Chri
ble says He is, a loving, accepting, forgiving and compassionate God, the
I want to know Him.” God had mad
age of 18 in saving me, forgiving my sins, and giving me new life, that
wanted to know Him more. One of the first things | did when | started
following Jesus was to go out and buy myself a Bible. | was so hungry t
know the Lord that | read the whole Bible from cover to cover in three
mont hs. I don’'t say that to boast
to motivate you to do the same.

It boggles my mind that someone could be a Christian their whole life
and never once open up their Bible. To be a Christian means to be a disc
pl e of Jesus. How can we foll ow
Bible tells us how to follow Jesus.

Peter tells us to desire the pure milk of the Word so that we can grow
GodwantsustogrowHe doesn’t want us to
“lt is written, "Man shall not I
proceeds from the mouth of God."”

Most people take good care of their physical bodies with three squar
meals a day. When our physical b
We make sure our bodies are well fed, but we neglect our spirits. Fo
many Christians, the only food their spirit gets is once a week, Sunda
mor nings, the food that’s been |
would even dream of letting their physical bodies go a whole week witt
only one snack from the cupboard early on Sunday mornings. We need t
feed our spirit God's Word every

There is a parallel in the Bible between physical growth and spiritua
growth. When you first become a believer in Jesus, the Bible calls you
‘ babe i—a spidthat HatsytWe understand when gboewbaby
needs to wear a diaper to keep from making a mess. But if you saw a

adult walking around stil!l weari
something wrong with that. Too m:
themselves the Word of God yet.

year s, but they don’t know how t
lievers to come and partake of the heavenly feast of the Word of God.

BREAKING IN BABY:

To explore the parallels between physical growth and spiritual growtt
a |little bit, [ want to share wi
by Dave Berry. This will give you a humorous look at the growth pro-
cess ..

“We have a son who began as a b
age of three without becoming an axe murderer, as far as we know. Tht

3



we are eminently qualified to te
my advice.

Taking Your New Baby Home. Ther
a young couple leaves the hospital, walking with that characteristic new
parent walk that indicates an obsessive fear of dropping the baby on it
head. Finally, it’s just the thre

The Basic Baby Mood Cycle. All babies settle into this once they ge
over being born. Mood Number 1: Just About To Cry, Mood Number 2:
Crying, Mood Number 3: Just Finished Crying. Your job is to keep your
baby in Mood 3 as much as possible. Here is the traditional way to do this
When the baby starts to cry, you and your spouse just pass it back ar
forth repeatedly and recite thes

hungry?” “He can’t be hungry, h
burped.” “No, that’'s not it “ N
“No, it’'s dry.” “Do you think ma)
until the baby can’t stand it any

Baby’' s First Solid Food. We' r e
Wh a't we're talking about are tho
smiling baby on the label and names like Prunes With Mixed Vegetable:
Babies hate this stuff! Who woul
sorbing it directly into their bloodstream through their faces. So, the most
efficient way to feed a baby is to smear the food on its chin. Unfortunate-
Iy, many inexperienced parents i
mouth. They put in spoonful after spoonful of say, beets, sincerely believ:
ing they are doing something constructive when, in fact, the beets art
merely going around the bdbgd-return loop, which all humans are
equipped with until the age of 18 months. After the parents finish feeding
t he baby, they remove the bib an
starts to spew beets from his mouth, like a little beet volcano until his face
is covered with beet sBreaking io Babyh e ¢
Dave Barry).

BECOMING MATURE AND FULL GROWN IN THE LORD:

“Jesus is the one who gave thes
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsit
ity is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the
body of Christ, until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of
God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring
up to the full stature of Christ. Then we will no longer be like children,
forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone h
told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us ar
made the lie sound like the truth. Instead, we will hold to the truth in love,

from sinning against the Lord. When Jesus was tempted by the devil, H
guoted Scripture and resisted th
heart.

5. REVIVES YOU:

“ My soul clings t
word.” (Psalm 119: 25
into the Word.

6. STRENGTHENS YOU:

“My soul melts from heaviness,;
word.” (Psalm 119:28). Do you ne
Bible.

7. GIVES YOU WISDOM:

‘o have more understanding thar

o] t he dust ;
) . Do you wa

nies are my meditation.” (Psal m
your | ife? You’'ll get it in God’ ¢

8. GIVES YOU LIGHT - DIRECTION FOR YOUR LIFE:

“Your word is a lamp to my fee
119: 105). We’'re |iving in a dark
for your life.

9. GIVES YOU JOY:

“These things | have spoken to
and that your joy may be full .” (
in your | ife? Get God’s Word intoc

10. GIVES YOU PEACE:

“These things | have spoken to
In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have over-
come the world.” (John 16:33). W

can have peace.

There are many more benefits to studying the Bible, but | trust that
these have stirred up your heart
Word for yourself.

WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

“Al Scripture is inspired by C
and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out an
teaches us to do shvam). is right.”

The first thing we learn about the Bible is that it has been inspired by
God. The Bible was not written by human beings, but by God Himself.



came to the Bible to try to disprove it. When they examined the evidence
for t hemsel ves, they all came to
book must be true.” | f you have ¢
take a look at it and examine it for yourself. Search its pages, and you w
see that there are no errors or contradictions, and you will discover for
yourself that it is indeed the very Word of God.

5. The Problem of ENJOYABILITY:

People say, “The Bible is so b
that most people who make that statement have never read their Bibles
The Bible is full of i fe: it s
great book: It has adventure, drama, suspense, intrigue, supernatural e
ment s, poetry and romance. It s
Bi ble are more interesting than ¢
is a joy that comes when you feei

church on Sunday morning and have your pastor teach you about wha
God is like, but there is no joy that compares with you sitting at home and
reading your Bible, and having God speak to you personally through it. |
want to challenge you to get into your Bible for yourself.

Another reason people don’t stu
much it || benefit them!

TEN BENEFITS TO READING THE BIBLE:

1. IT HELPS YOU GROW SPIRITUALLY:

“As newborn babes, desire the g
grow thereby."” (1 Peter 2:2) . Re
spiritually, and become more like Jesus.

2. MAKES YOU PROSPEROUS & SUCCESSFUL:

“This Book of the Law shall n o
shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according t
all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and
then you wil/ have good success.”
ous and successful, obey God’' s Wc

3. HELPS YOU TO WALK IN PURITY:
“How can a young man c¢l eanse hi

Your word.” (Psalm 119:9). God’ s
4. GUARDS YOUR HEART AGAINST SIN:

“Your word | have hidden i n my
You!"” (Psalm 119:11). Memori zing

becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of hit
body, the church. Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together
perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other part
grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of
l ove.” -{6Eph. 4:11

l't's time for us to discover wh

can talk you into believing something, then someone else can talk you ol
of it. We have all these different teachings and interpretations, and toc

many believers don’t know what t
time for them to get into the Bible for themselves and not just take some-
one else’s word for it. Thank Goc

given us to help us understand His Word, but God has invited us to come
to the Scriptures for ourselves. Too many Christians are content to be
under the Word of God, but not in the Word of God for themselves.

They' ' || spend hundreds of doll ar
over the country to go to Bible conferences to get under the Word of
God, but they won’t walk across

Something is wrong in the church today.

About five hundred years ago, there was a time when the averag
Christian did not have access to the Word of God for themselves. The
only Bible in the church was literally chained to the pulpit, and written in a
|l anguage the common person coul d
to God and know Him through His Word for themselves. If they wanted
to know what God was like, they would have to go to the priest, and take
his word for it. During this time period we call the Protestant Refor-
mation; great men of God like Martin Luther, John Calvin and John Wyc-
l'iffe realized that what they wer
has invited all/l of us as His chi
started translating the Scriptures into the common language of the peopl
but many of these heroes of the faith were martyred by the corrupt Catho
l'ic Church who didn’'t want peopl
selves. Today, because of the work of many of these reformers, we can ¢
to the Bible for ourselves. This is an amazing privilege from the Lord, anc
we can’t neglect this.

The above Scripture in Ephesian
would we grow up spiritually, and become healthy and full ef jleste
like Jesus.

Let me share some startling statistics with you. George Barna wrote
The State of the Chr2B02. He conducted a survey of Christians and
here’ s what he discovered about t

48% could not name the four Gospels.



60% could not name even 5 of the Ten Commandments.

Could you name the Ten Commandments? What about the 66 books
of the Bible?

One year in our children’”s min
dren’s ministry overseer) took ct
Blitz.” This taught the children
Bible |Iiterate believers. Let’ s s

One of our church’s mottos i s:
ration through God’'s Word.” Do yc
your |ife? It comes one way: thr
your whole life and never experience th¢ lifeans f or mi ng fr
available through Jesus Chri st. I

truth makes you free.

The Apostle Paul wrote this challenging rebuke to the church at Cor-
i nt h: “When | was with you | cou
Christians. I had to talk as thot
| had to feed you with milk and not with solid food, because you couldn't
handle anything stronger. And you still aren't ready, for you are still con:
trolled by your own sinful desires. You are jealous of one another anc
guarrel with each other .. You are
the Lord.-3NT).1 Cor . 3:1

How do you know if you’'re stildl
When you struggle with jealousy, strife and divisions. If those things are
true of you, then it’'s time to ¢
working mightily in us and transforming our lives.

Let me share a story with you t
went on a holiday to Tampa, Florida. As far as the eye could see, orancg
trees were loaded with fruit. When we stopped for breakfast, | ordered
orange juice with my eggs. "I ' m ¢
orange juice. Our machine is broken." At first | was dumbfounded. We
were surrounded by millions of oranges, and | knew they had oranges il
the kitchen. What was the problem? No juice? Hardly. We were surround
ed by thousands of gallons of juice. The problem was they had becom
dependent on a machine to get it.

What would happen to your intak
the church was to shut down? If all of the churches were forced to close
down, would you know how to feed
learn how to feed ourselves the Word of God so that we can grow up, anc
become spiritually mature.

SOME OF THE REASONS PEOPLE DON’' T

1. The Problem of RELEVANCE:

This is one of the reasons people give for not reading the Bible. They
say, “The Bible is archaic, it s
2,000 years agdhow can it have any relevance to my life as an intellectu-
al person in the technologically advanced twenty first century? How ca

this book make any difference in
tion is an easy one. The Bible i:
beings thousands of years ago, but it is an eternal, living book that wa
written by God Hi msel f. God’ s re
written. God’s Word is stildl char

2. The Problem of TRAINING:

When it comes to Bible study, S
do it. |l " ve never been to Bible (
the right training.” The answer
recover the skills of reading. I 1
day that doesn’t read much. It s
people to read their Bi bl es when
news is that you don’t need prof
Bible. Although the Bible is so deep that it will be challenging and stimu-
l ating for the most intellectual

can open up its pages and understand what they need to know to be sav
and live a life that pleases God.

3. The Problem of TIME:

Perhaps the most common objection | hear when it comes to reading
the Bible is, “ j ust don’t have
the number one reason people give for not reading their Bible, in reality
this is the worst excuse of all. The problem is not time, it is really priori-
ties. We all have same 24 hours in a day. The time is there, the issue i
what are you spending your ti me
priority in our lives.

4. The Problem of RELIABILITY:

People say, *“I have my doubts a
we can trust it? How do we know
My response to this objection is that the Bible is completely reliable, con
sistent, and reasonable. There have been many intellectual men throug
out history who have come to the Bible with the goal of attacking and
disproving it. Some of the greatest apologists (defenders of the Christia
faith), like CS Lewis, Josh McDowell and Lee Strobel, were atheists wh



